
When I joined WILPF in Des Moines, Iowa in 2003 and first learned about the
concept of corporate personhood through WILPF’s excellent study course
CHALLENGE CORPORATE POWER: ASSERT THE PEOPLES RIGHTS, the idea of
ending corporate personhood seemed remote indeed. But that did not stop us
in Des Moines, and in WILPF branches all over the US, from our long efforts to
educate our communities and engage our fellow citizens in this effort. In Des
Moines, we held study groups, book discussion groups, day-long conferences
that drew over 300 people. We brought in major speakers like David Korten,
Fran Korten, Amy Goodman, and we formed alliances with community groups
we knew would have common interests with us. The goal was remote, but our
efforts were very practical and focused. In every major election since 2000, Iowa
WILPF members raised the issue loudly and often with Presidential candidates
and their staffers. We worked to educate our local legislators, too. Today we
have an actual Amendment to use to engage them!

The 2010 Citizens United decision of the Supreme Court aided our efforts by
making the issue much more public. That odious court ruling was not the
beginning of the fight. Corporate personhood and corporate abuse of power
can be traced as far as the 1700s and to the 1886’s Santa Clara v Southern
Pacific Railroad decision. For us, Citizens United was merely the next call to
action.

Nevertheless, that 2010 decision threw down the gauntlet and a number of
groups took up the call for a Constitutional Amendment that would fix the issue
once and for all. Move To Amend emerged as the organization that was both
most grass-roots in nature, deliberately including the voices of women, people
of color and indigenous peoples, and it was also the only group that embraced
the full measure of a meaningful remedy. It called not only for reversing
Citizens United, but also for ending the false concept of corporate personhood.
(See the article www.MoveToAmend.org/Citizens-United-just-tip-iceberg for
more details.)

In a scant seven years, we saw the efforts to end corporate personhood go from
a remote concept to a game plan well underway. Just three years more brought
a Constitutional Amendment to Congress.

Never before has it seemed so possible and within our reach to realize our
goals. Let us not ignore the impact WILPF members have had on bringing about
this milestone event, this 28th Amendment proposal. So what can we do next?

http://www.MoveToAmend.org/Citizens-United-just-tip-iceberg
http://www.MoveToAmend.org/Citizens-United-just-tip-iceberg

